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Our Embassy in Buenos Aires has forwarded to us 
its comments on your letter of July 26 regarding 
statements reportedly made by Mr. Robert C. Hill in a 
recent interview with Gente magazine with reference to 
the Olga Talamante case. I understand your visit to 
Argentina afforded you the chance to discuss this 
issue in detail with an Embassy official on the even- 
ing of August 19. The pertinent points in the Olga 
Talamante case are as follows: 


1. Argentine authorities never informed the 
Embassy that Miss Talamante had been detained, but 
neither did she request that they do so. She did not 
attempt to communicate with our Embassy. The State 
Department first learned of her arrest through her 
friends in the United States. 

2. Olga Talamante was arrested on November 19, 
1974, a year earlier than the dare indicated in your 
files. 


3. Miss Talamante was first visited by Embassy 
officials on December 4,-T974. Her original complaint 
of torture, however, was not made to an Embassy 
official, but rather to her friends in this country. 

4. The U. 3. government did protest Argentina's 
failure to notify the Embassy of Miss Tolamnnte's 
arrest. The alleged mistreatment was protested as well. 

5. The U. S. doctor was unable to confirm any 
allegations of mistreatment. He found a bruise on her 
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ankle the size of a U. S. quarter which, according to hire, 
could have been made by nylon rope or by banaing her ankle 
against a bedpost. 

6. According to the judge, the prison doctor who 
examined her found a red mark on her back of undetermined 
origin. Kiss Talamante claimed that it was caused by mis- 
treatment; the police denied this. The judge was unable 
to confirm or deny her allegations on the basis of medical 
examination alone. 

I hope that these comments will be helpful to you. 

If you have any more questions, please feel free to con- 
tact me again. 

Sincerely , 


Douglas J. Bennet, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary 
for Congressional Relations 
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